Wisest

VWay. 1o
A pproved ay}ease 2005/06/29

j 7:/“““-' By REP. LESLIE C. ARENDS
TTYHE TIME has long since arrived when someone
< should take cognizance of the baseless criticism that
“o ned continues to be heaped upon the Central
SHeney.

T

urport t speak as an authority on ali the
vioas wwioactivities of the CIA. But I do presume
(¢ sae X wie. some factual knowledge about the CIA as
an wiyanization and how it functions.

;40 .ot mean to imply that the CIA should be above
writiziv . No agency of govcrnmem should be above
critsisti,  Constructive crit'cism makes for improve-
ment. and there is always oo for improvement.

of the criticism directed at the CIA is not

But mewt
constru:: ¢, It cannot possibly be, as it is not based
o Cacis It is based on half-truths and distortions.

serv: of it constitutes complete untruths, with
whatever in fact or in reason.

T el el

Tuis i1s wrat concerns me. Something once said, how-
ever faise, =i readily oft-repeated and in time is accepted
as © Jawe wichough an outright falsehood. And we know
there are tnose who would, if they could, discredit the
4. Cthers of us, having no such intention, unwittingly
become their victims.

T EFCRE COMMENTING further with respect to the
o snd unfounded criticisms of it, perhaps 1
shuuae Jrse take cognizance of the criticism of the CIA
suvcoismittee, of which 1 am a member, It is quite

\ ’,"’.

understandable that some members of Congress might
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feel we are not as well acquainted with the operations of
the CIA as we should be. No one, except members of the
subcommittee itself, has any knowledge of just how ex-
tensively and intensively we inquire into the activities of
this intelligence agency.

+ . iino public hearings.
PRIL 27, 1964

We issue no reports. We
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\.armot do otherwise and preserve the cffe:-uveness of the

CIA as a secret fact-gathering agency on :n international
scale. We can only hope that the Hous: has sufficient
confidence in our subcommittee, as individuals and as a
couigittee, to accept our assurances tiat we are Kept well-
informed and we nave no hesitancy oi keeping a ciose eye
and ear on CIA operations.

1 was very much distressed to read an article in a na-
tional magazine, written by a distinguishied member of
Congress—one of the best and one of my good friends—
in. which he says: ‘““The members of fows subcommittees
themselves, by definition, have reiatively low status.”
Not because I am a member of one of those subcommit-
tees, but for the other members of our Armed Services
subcommittee on CIA, I must take exception to the impli-
cation of that statement as to their status.

I’HE MEMBERSHIP of our subcommittee compriscs
~ the distinguished chairman of the House Armdd
Services Committee, Mr. Vinson, the distinguished rank-
ing majority member, Mr. Rivers, and another distin-
guished ranking member, Mr. Hcbert. Serving with
them are the other very distinguished members: Mr.
Price, Mr. Bray, Mr. Bennectt, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Huddles-
ton, and Mr. Osmers.

I am not at liberty to announce the imembers of the
other subcommittees in the Congress dealing with CIA
matters; but I can assure the House th:y are not “by
definition, of relatively low status.”

The article to which I refer goos or to state, “but

even had those subcommittces both status and time the

difficulties involved in dividing ]unsdxcuon among the
four would 1 think be insuperable.”

This point deserves analysis. Since the proposed so-
lution to the matter of low status and littie time would
be to establish a Joint Committee on Forcign Information
and Intelligence, several questions arise.

TN ADDITION TO CIA, there arc o:her intelligence
4L activities which are component parts of the Dcpart-
ment of Defensc, the Department of State and the Atomic
Energy Commission. I do not believe that the House
Forcign Affairs Committee, the Armed Scrvices Commit-
tee or the Joint Committce on Atomic Encrgy would be
likely to relinquish their responsibilitie: for legislative
oversight to the components of those departments which
are presently under their jurisdiction.

“‘We would thus be establishing a Join: Committec on
Foreign Intelligence that would, in fact, be superimposed
on the existing committees and subce. iaittees. This
brief analysis does not begin to delve into :hc jurisdictional
problems that would thus be raised within the congress-
ional committee structure and the Congress itsclf.
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i vdm By REP. PAUL G. ROGERS

70 THE CASUAL READER of a daily newspaper,
< the mention of the Central Intelligence Aﬂcncy im-
mediatcly brings to mind cloak-and-dagger cspionage,
5. 4 in sccrecy. The fact is that a casual reader

has about as much knowledge of just what the

ing and how it functions as do most Umted States

sciawors and congressmen.
No other intelligence agency in the free world has the
: CIA. Cuba

scope and non-accountabiiily enjoyed

o
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aione, much Icss South Vxetnam Cambodia, Zanznbar
?;mam'x, ¢te., would seem to mdxcate that Congress needs
t0 cxercise more adequate supervision over the CIA.

YTTHAT iS CLEARLY NEEDED, and what numerous
vV authorities have proposed, is a Joint Committec on
the ClA, composed of members of both political parties
11 the Senate and House, which would supervise the intel-
izence operations of this “supersecret” body. This pro-
cosal is not 4 novel or new one, and may even be traced
1o the distinguished Hoover Commission which in its report
on the “Organization of the Executive Branch of the
Government” suggested just such a joint-'congressional
committee be formed.

Not only is this proposal based on authoritative recom-
mendations, but it has precedent right in the Congress for
its immediate cstablishment. 1 refer, of course, to the
Joint Committec on Atomic Energy, which has the same
rclationship to the Atomic Energy Commission and our
atomic policies as the CIA committee would have to that
agency and the national interest.

Proponents of a joint CIA committce are not advo-
cates of daily congressional interference with that agency.
This would indeced be absurd. But it is not absurd to ask
that a responsible congressional body be in a position to
cvaluate and understand the forcign intelligence work
that is being carried out on behalf of the people of the
United States.

it is the feeling of those conccrned that an institution
tike the CIA should be as much under the jurisdiction of
<z gressional authority as is the State Dcpartment, De-

i

~limited jurisdiction.

APRIL 27, 196k
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hns; Department, Atomic Encrgy agency, FBI, or any
other vital federal agency.

7TYHE ROLE OF THE CIA is not in debate here. It
L functions as an arm of the President and naturally
his necds and desires will be reflected by the responsi-
bilities he assigns to it. What the Congress wants and
needs is an accounting of these functions and at present

it is not getting it.

There are those who would say that the juo of this
agency requires that it have compiete freeduin and
guaranteed secrecy. What is more sccret than the Atomic
Znergy Commission? Yet it is under congressional re-
view by a joint committee.

By proposing a Joint Committee on tiie CIA, the
sponsors do not seek to cast doubt on tae loyalty or
patriotism of our CIA cmployes.
imply that the subcommittees now dividing jurisdiction
have been lax. Rather we feel that the time has come

when the matters at hand are of suych importance to na- -

tional sccurity and forcign policy that it has oecome
necessary to have a more specific ‘assignment of primary
congressional responsibility. .

"At present a subcommittee of the Armcd Services
Commitiee of cach branch of Congress has the responsi-
bility of supervising CIA operations. However, these
Armed Services Committees also handle the entire Defense
Department with its $50 billion budget.  Since the time
of its assignment to thesc subcomminees, the {IA has
arown to enormous proportions (as attested by its new
45 million headquarters office building on the Potomac).
This growth is testimony to the fact that a committee
must devote itself to supervising CIA operations on a
full-time basis. We can no longer permit thesc vital
matters to be handled on a subcommittec busis, any more
than we would let the activities of the State Department
or the Defense Department be handled enticaly by a sub-
committee on a part-time basis.

HE MAJOR FUNCTION of the CIA is procuring
~ and cvaluating intelligence information. Its very
name indicates it is a central clearing house and gathering
agency for intelligence information coming into our hands
from all sources. The Armed Scrvices Committee, on the
other hand, is concerncd with military opcrations. The
CIA was crecated out of the old OSS which was a part of
the military operations of World War 1[. The CIA today
has outgrown this concept and now functions as a joint
governmental agency, as much concerned with matters
under the jurisdiction of the State Departmeat as Defense.
While all are certainly interrelated, we are s.ill confronted
with congressional interest resting with a subcommittee of
The CIA clearly has transcended the
‘.risdiction -and primary concern of thie A med Services
Committee.

The time has come for this Congress to own up to its
responsibility to the American people. Inc:-J, the time
has come for a joint “watchdog” committe: on the CIA
for the security and well-being of our natior.
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